kissed me very nicely before I was set free. But I'm afraid you
wont be able to feel it."
And she was quite right; for though the Emperor tried his
hardest to feel it he felt nothing. And what made it very tantaliz-
ing was that he saw something. For he turned up his face to
where the voice came from when she said she would kiss him;
and then he saw flying down from the tree the most lovely little
rosy body of a tiny girl with wings, perfectly clean and not mind-
ing a bit that it had nothing on; and it put its arms round his neck
and kissed him before it flew away. He saw it quite distinctly;
and this was very curious, because there was no light except dim
moonlight in which it should have looked grey or white, like an
owl, instead of rosy and pretty. He felt a dreadful pang of grief
at parting from her; but it was all spoiled by some real men
suddenly speaking to him. He had never noticed them coming.
They were two of his officers; and they asked him with great
respect whether the shell had hurt him. The little angel dis-
appeared at the first word they spoke. He was so angry at their
driving it away that he could not trust himself to speak to them
for fully a minute; and then all he said was to ask them rudely
the way back to prison. Then, seeing that they did not under-
stand what he meant, and were staring at him as if he were mad,
he asked again the way back to his quarters, meaning his tent.
They pointed it out: and he strode along in front of them until he
reached it, all the sentinels challenging him, and saluting him
when the officers answered them. Then he said goodnight, very
shortly, and was going in to bed when one of them asked him
timidly whether they were to make any report of what had hap-
pened. And all the Emperor said was "You are a couple of------
fools," and the------was a most dreadful swear.
Then they stared at one another, and one of them said, "The
All Highest is as drunk as be------," and that------also was a
wicked swear. It was lucky that the Emperor was thinking about
the little girl, and did not overhear what the officer said* But it
would not really have mattered; for all soldiers use bad words
without meaning anything.
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